
Back to Ottawa & Regional News

Home › News › Feds spend $200K to combat human trafficking in Ottawa

June 24, 2013 03:54 from Alison Sandor

Feds spend $200K to combat human trafficking in Ottawa

By: Alison Sandor (@CFRA_Alison)

The federal government is

pouring $200,000 into a

program that will combat the

trafficking of women and girls

for sexual exploitation in

Ottawa.

Status of Women Minister

Rona Ambrose made the

announcement Monday

morning at City Hall.

Project imPACT, which will be

led by Persons Against the

Crime of Trafficking in Humans

(PACT) - Ottawa, will consist of

a local safety audit and will

identify people and neighbourhoods most at risk of trafficking.

"Our first step will be to identify the problems and challenges," said Elise Wohlbold, the project

manager of imPACT. "We will look at this by investigating and establishing a broad city profile to

highlight where in the city is trafficking most likely occurring. We will look at the root causes, risk

factors, identifying specific needs of women and girls who are at risk, institutional barriers, related

forms of exploitation and factors that limit community ability to deal with trafficking of women and

girls for sexual exploitation."

Insp. Uday Jaswal with Ottawa Police said the project will give police a better handle on how

frequently these types of crimes are occurring.

"I think that's one of the things that this project is going to help us identify because a victim may

come to the attention of a social agency, for example, accessing health supports or counselling

services, but who may never report to police," said Insp. Jaswal. "So those stats are lost. So the

sort of complete picture around human trafficking is not clear at this point."

PACT-Ottawa will work with local girls and women as well as key community partners, like police,

Crime Prevention Ottawa and St. Joe's Women's Centre to get the data and create an action plan

to address the issue.

The money for the 24-month program comes from Status of Women Canada's recent call for

proposals "Working Together: Engaging Communities to End Violence Against Women and Girls."
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